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“Families should absolutely send their children to 
Bold Earth. They also need to prepare their 

hearts because the child they send will 
not be the same person upon return; we 
received a young adult whose eyes were 

opened to the endless potential of life 
and the opportunities that await him. 

Whatever your desires, Bold Earth 
has a trip that’s just right for you.”

— Helen B, second year parent 
from Los Angeles, CA



Bold Earth’s mission is to foster growth and connection through 
meaningful adventures. We conducted our first trip in 1976, and 
since then we’ve facilitated more than 20,000 successful pro-
grams for our students! With almost 50 years of experience, Bold 
Earth is one of the longest-operating companies in the industry.

Our trips are incredibly fun, and meticulously planned to minimize 
risk and maximize safety—but they’re also much more than that. On 
each Bold Earth adventure, students create close communities, 
form lasting friendships, build confidence, practice leadership, and 
develop 21st century skills as they embrace the best versions of 
themselves.

We invite you to become part of our close-knit community, and to 
Be Bold with us this coming summer!

Our Story
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Program Overview

Costa Rica • Croatia • Ecuador
Galapagos • France • Iceland • Italy
Montenegro • Mozambique • Spain

South Africa • Swaziland
Switzerland • Tanzania • Thailand

Arizona • California
Colorado • Hawaii • Nevada
Oregon • Utah • Washington

Canyoneering
Community service 
Cultural immersion

Glacier trekking • Hiking
Mountain biking • Sea kayaking

Paddleboarding • Rappelling
Rock climbing • Safaris

Scuba diving • Snorkeling
Spanish classes

Surfing • Via ferrata
Whitewater rafting • Ziplining

• All trips are coed, with 10 to 13 
students and 2 to 3 leaders per trip.

• Our 1 : 6 staff-to-student ratio 
promotes close-knit community. 

• 13–18 years old (having 
completed grade 7 and up).

• In 2019, Bold Earth students came 
from 14 countries and 26 U.S. states.

Program Overview



      Leadership  grows as stu-
dents consider the needs of the 
group in addition to their own, 
serve as positive examples for 
their community, and inspire 
others to be their best.

      Critical thinking  evolves as 
students encounter problems 
that don’t always have easy or 
obvious solutions, then practice 
analyzing choices and making 
good decisions.

      Creativity  results from 
encountering novel challenges 
and imagining solutions with 
their team—without relying on 
Google.

      Communication skills  
mature as students share and 
articulate ideas, make compro-
mises, and work to understand 
each other as they strive 
towards common goals.

      Collaboration  develops 
as students face and over-
come challenges in a team 
environment.

      Self-management  grows as 
students organize their time and 
fulfill responsibilities that contrib-
ute to the success of the group.

      Resilience  develops as stu-
dents step outside their comfort 
zones, overcome fear and adver-
sity, and learn to choose their 
attitudes.

      Longterm friendships  bloom 
as students live, travel, converse, 
and have profound new experi-
ences as a group.

      Lifelong passion for travel 
and global culture  arises 
from authentic and meaningful 
experiences in some of the most 
beautiful places in the world!

In addition to having incredibly fun summers, our students 
experience remarkable personal growth through the cat-
alysts of adventure, challenge, community support, and 
guidance from caring mentors. Bold Earth trips are ideal 
environments for young people to learn life skills they’ll 
need to thrive in the 21st century. For example:

Our PHILOSOPHYOur PHILOSOPHY



Entrusting others with the safety and care of your child thou-
sands of miles from home can feel overwhelming. While no 
activity or trip can be 100 percent without risk, mitigating risk is 
our top priority. We believe students are at greater risk in daily 
activities at home (driving, etc.) than on a Bold Earth adventure.

While we maintain a relentless focus on safety, we also know 
that teens need to understand how to take reasonable risks. 
Learning to manage and evaluate risk is an important step 
towards independence. At Bold Earth, we begin by equipping 
our students with tools for assessing hazard probabilities and 
consequences; they return home with improved judgment as a 
by-product of their Bold Earth adventure. They’ll use these skills 
for years to come!

“My son is a changed young man, more confident 
than when he left home. I believe this type of 
adventure is an amazing growth opportunity 

and makes your child reach inside for strength, 
self-determination, and perseverance. He 
has grown and is stronger physically and 
emotionally. I can’t thank you enough.”

— Susan E, first-year parent from Phoenix, AZ

Safety & Risk Management



Who they are: Our trip leaders are professional adventurous edu-
cators, united by a firm belief that safety always comes first (fun is 
a very close second). While many other programs hire hundreds of 
staff currently in college, our leaders have experience leading trips 
with youth in the outdoors. Our staff have, at minimum, medical cer-
tifications of wilderness first responder and CPR; all senior staff (at 
least one leader on each trip) have lifeguard certifications. 

How they’re hired: Bold Earth is fortunate to have an exceptional 
leader return rate, reducing the need to hire many new leaders. All 
new leaders go through a rigorous hiring process which includes a 
minimum of three interviews, reference checks, and thorough back-
ground checks. Many new leaders are former Bold Earth students 
or referrals from our close-knit leader community!

Staff fast facts
      Minimum age is 21; average age is 26.

      95% have a bachelor’s degree.

      Average instructor return rate is 65%.

      Average tenure is 3.5 years, but many have been 
with Bold Earth for many more years.

      Our hiring process includes 3 interviews, 3 refer-
ence checks, and a complete background check.

Chris Fletcher
9 years with Bold Earth.

Bachelor’s degree in religious 
studies from Siena College.

Izzy Perry
7 years with Bold Earth.

Bachelor’s degree in recreation 
from Humboldt University.

Casey Hayes
5 years with Bold Earth.

Bachelor’s degree from The University 
of California, Santa Barbara.

Leah DiFillipo
6 years with Bold Earth.

Bachelor’s degree in economics 
from Colorado College.

A few of our super staff...

Our Trip Leaders



No experience needed
Many of our first-time students have 
never traveled solo before! The flight 
out of their home airport on the way 
to Bold Earth is often students’ first 

real foray into independence and out 
of their comfort zone. The variety 
in our trips (some focus more on 

service, some focus more on cultural 
immersion, and some focus more on 

outdoor adventure) allows students to 
find the perfect fit for them. Bold Earth 

participants do not need to have any 
experience in any of our activities 

prior to their trip; we will teach them 
everything they need to know!

“Bold Earth is amazing . . . the best 
thing my daughter could ever do. As 

she has said, ‘Bold Earth has changed 
my life.’ The trip leaders make every 
part of the trip fun and enjoyable.”

— Leslie M, parent from Orange, OH

More questions?
We’ve got you covered.

Just click here to visit the 
FAQs page on our website.

Personal connections
Bold Earth prides itself on our incredibly 

personal connections with our students and 
their parents/families. From the moment 
you apply through the day each student 

returns from their trip and beyond, you can 
count on Bold Earth for excellent communi-

cation and support from our entire team.

Service projects
Meaningful service plays a valuable role on many 

Bold Earth trips by turning our students into active 
participants in the communities and environments 

we visit. Whether it’s helping build trails on a 
14,000-foot peak in Colorado or caring for reha-
bilitated primates in Thailand, our projects offer 

students a chance to give back in a small way—and 
broaden their perspectives in the process.

Bold Earth will conduct trips in 8 US states and 14 countries around the world this summer!The Bold Earth Difference

https://boldearth.com/about/faq/


“At first glance Bold Earth sounds like it could 
be a great trip and a great experience, but 

in reality it’s better than great. It was more 
amazing than we could have hoped for. The 

program as a whole is all-encompassing of team 
building and character growth while throwing 

in fun activities and unforgettable sights!”

— Amanda C, second-year parent from Dallas, TX

Trip
Locations

Bold Earth will conduct trips in 8 US states and 14 countries around the world this summer!



Bold Earth is committed to operating all of our international adventures only if we can do so safely. We work continually with our medical advisor on updated COVID-19 
protocols. You can read more about Bold Earth’s COVID-19 policies and protocols here. Please don’t hesitate to contact us with any questions or concerns.

www.boldearth.com 828.435.3971 info@boldearth.com

Grade
(2022 - 2023)

Trip Dates Length
(# Days)

Price Activities

7-9
California Discovery  • July 15 - July 26 12 $3,988 Hiking, rock climbing, sea kayaking, service, sightseeing 

in Big Sur and San Francisco, surfing, whitewater rafting

Colorado Discovery  • June 29 - July 12
 • July 16 - July 29 14 $4,388 Hiking in national parks, mountain biking, rock 

climbing, service, whitewater rafting

8-10

California Adventure  • June 30 - July 11
 • July 29 - August 9 12 $3,988 Hiking, rock climbing, sea kayaking, service, sightseeing 

in Big Sur and San Francisco, surfing, whitewater rafting

Grand Canyon Adventure  • July 16 - July 30 15 $4,488 Hiking, rock climbing, service, whitewater rafting

Hawaii Adventure  • June 30 - July 17
 • July 21 - August 7 18 $5,888 Hiking, sailing, cultural immersion, night snorkeling with 

manta rays, reef ecology, service, surfing, ziplining

Pacific Northwest Adventure  • June 30 - July 17 18 $4,888 Community service, whitewater rafting, 
hiking, rock climbing, surfing

9-11

Bold West  • June 29 - July 19 21 $5,688 Hiking, rock climbing, service, sightseeing in 
San Francisco, surfing, whitewater rafting

Colorado Bold
 • June 29 - July 12
 • July 16 - July 29

 • August 1 - August 14
14 $4,388 Hiking, mountain biking, rock climbing, 

service, whitewater rafting

Grand Canyon Bold  • June 29 - July 13 15 $4,488 Hiking, rock climbing, service, whitewater rafting

Pacific Northwest:
Coast to Cascades  • July 20 - August 6 18 $4,888 Community service, whitewater rafting, 

rock climbing, surfing, hiking

10-12
California Bold  • June 30 - July 11

 • July 15 - July 26 12 $3,988 Hiking, rock climbing, sea kayaking, service, sightseeing 
in Big Sur and San Francisco, surfing, whitewater rafting

Ultimate Hawaii  • June 30 - July 17
 • July 21 - August 7 18 $5,888 Hiking, sailing, cultural immersion, night snorkeling with 

manta rays, reef ecology, service, surfing, ziplining

2023 trips: U.S.A.. 

https://boldearth.com/current-families/bold-earths-approach-to-coronavirus/
http://www.boldearth.com
mailto:info%40boldearth.com?subject=


2023 trips: INTERNATIONAL
Grade

(2022 - 2023)
Trip Dates Length

(# Days)
Price Activities

7-9 Costa Rica Discovery  • June 29 - July 12
 • July 15 - July 28 14 $4,888 Community service, surfing hiking, 

homestay, whitewater rafting, ziplining

8-10
Alps Adventure  • July 16 - July 29 14 $5,188 Hiking, canyoneering, whitewater 

rafting, via ferrata, rock climbing

Iceland Adventure  • July 16 - July 29 14 $5,688 Hiking, hot springs, glacier trekking, sea 
kayaking, sightseeing, whitewater rafting

9-11

Bold Alps  • June 30 - July 13
 • August 1 - August 14 14 $5,188 Hiking, canyoneering, whitewater 

rafting, via ferrata, rock climbing

Costa Rica Active
 • June 29 - July 12
 • July 15 - July 28

 • July 31 - August 13
14 $4,888 Community service, surfing hiking, 

homestay, whitewater rafting, ziplining

Croatia and Montenegro  • July 1 - July 14
 • July 17 - July 30 14 $5,388 Hiking, kayaking, rock climbing, sightseeing, 

rock climbing, whitewater rafting

Ecuador Galapagos  • July 1 - July 16 16 $5,988 Hiking, community service, sailing, 
snorkeling, whitewater rafting

Iceland: Fire and Ice  • June 30 - July 13 14 $5,688 Hiking, hot springs, glacier trekking, sea 
kayaking, sightseeing, whitewater rafting

Ultimate Costa Rica  • June 29 - July 19 21 $6,588 Community service, surfing, hiking, Spanish 
lessons, homestay, whitewater rafting, ziplining

9-12
Epic Africa  • June 29 - July 19

 • July 22 - August 11 21 $6,888 Community service, safaris, surfing, 
snorkeling, sea kayaking

Thailand's Best  • June 30 - July 17
 • July 20 - August 6 18 $6,488 Community service, animal sanctuary, rock 

climbing, snorkeling, home stays, cooking class

10-12 Kilimanjaro Summit & Service  • June 29 - July 19 21 $8,588 Mountaineering, safaris, community 
service, snorkeling, kayaking

www.boldearth.com 828.435.3971 info@boldearth.com

http://www.boldearth.com
mailto:info%40boldearth.com?subject=

